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1.1 WHY DEVELOP A COUNTY-
WIDE TRAILS MASTER PLAN? 

The demand for active transportation and recreation 

opportunities for a range of uses ï walking, cycling, hiking, 

jogging, cross-country skiing, equestrian - throughout Ontario 

is growing. Responding to this demand, policies, plans and, 

initiatives are being undertaken to support  the development 

of facilities and programs which support these activities.   

A lack of physical activity generates negative effects on 

individual and community health and safety, the environment 

and economy. This is further compounded by our reliance on 

motor vehicles for day to day and recreational trips. As people 

become more aware of the impacts of inactive lifestyles, they 

look to municipal staff to help develop solutions including the 

development and implementation of sustainable land use and 

transportation strategies with a focus on active transportation 

and recreation.  

Oxford County and its partners (e.g. Municipal 

Representatives, Oxford County Trails Council, Oxford 

Cycling Advisory Committee, Oxford County Health Unit, 

Oxford Tourism, and local Conservation Authorities) have 

historically made a conscious effort to encourage active 

transportation and recreation. In July 2013, they demonstrated 

their continued commitment to active recreation County-wide 

by initiating the development of the Oxford County Trails 

Master Plan.  

The plan is intended to respond to emerging community 

trends and the increasing demand for a continuous and 

connected system of off-road trails linked by on-road cycling 

routes within rural areas and urban centres. Between July 

2013 and March 2014 the County, a Trails Steering 

Committee and a consulting team from MMM Group 

developed the first County-wide Trails Master Plan.  

The plan builds on existing trails and on-road cycling facilities, 

bridges gaps in the existing system, highlights potential 

opportunities for destination trails, as well as establishes 

roles, responsibilities and priorities for future consideration 

and implementation.  

The following sections set out the ñbuilding blocksò which 

informed the development of the master plan.     

1.1.1 SUPPORT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF TRAILS 

A commitment to trails is not solely supported by local 

demand and initiatives. There is growing support for and 

commitment to increasing levels of active transportation and 

recreation through policies, plans and initiatives at all levels of 

government.  

To better understand these supportive documents, the study 

team undertook a detailed analysis of Federal, Provincial, 

County and Local policies and plans. The following is a 

summary of the findings from this exercise. It can be 

concluded that the development of trails and active 

transportation facilities is not an isolated trend. Throughout 

Canada and Ontario, municipalities and their partners are 

demonstrating their commitment to active transportation and 

recreation.  

A full summary of the policies and plans which were reviewed 

as part of the development of the Trails Master Plan can be 

found in Appendix A of the master plan report.  
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FEDERAL     BE 

 

ñThe promotion of active transportation has led to special 
emphasis on on-road / off-road facilities for non-motorized 
movements within cities.ò (Transport Canada, 2011) 

Applicable Policies and Plans: 

· Strategies for Sustainable Transportation Planning: A 

Review of Practices and Options, 2005 

Supportive Organizations: 

· Trans Canada Trails Foundation - a not-for-profit 

organization that promotes and assists provinces and 

territories with the development and use of the Trans 

Canada Trail.  

· Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) - 

developed ñCommunities in Motion: Bringing Active 

Transportation to Life Initiativeò which sets out goals for 

promoting the development of active transportation 

infrastructure and programming, eliminating barriers to 

different travel mode choices and promoting active 

transportation modes such as walking and cycling as part 

of everyday life.  

 

 

PROVINCIAL    BE 

 

The vision of the Ontario Trails Strategy is ñA world-class 
system of diversified trails, planned and used in an 
environmentally responsible manner that enhances health 
and prosperity of all Ontariansò. (The Ontario Trails 
Strategy, 2005) 

Applicable Polices and Plans: 

· Transit Supportive Guidelines, 2013 

· Ontario Cycling Strategy, 2012 

· Bill 51 ï Plan Reform, 2006 

· Provincial Policy Statement, 2005 

· Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 

· The Ontario Trails Strategy, 2005  

· Municipal Act, 2001 

· Highway Traffic Act, 1990 

Supportive Organizations: 

· The Ontario Trails Council (OTC) ï a not-for-profit 

organization that promotes the development of trails in 

Ontario. In some cases representatives from the Council 

can help to mobilize trail representatives and efforts.  

· Share the Road Coalition ï a cycling advocacy 

organization created to unite cycling organizations from 

across Ontario and work with and on behalf of 

municipalities to make communities more bicycle-friendly. 

 

 

 

 

 Gateway into Oxford County from Waterloo 

Region ð Source: MMM Group 
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· Ministry of Health Promotion and Sport ï serves as 

one of the lead Ministries for trail development in Ontario. 

A number of years ago, the Ministry of Health Promotion 

and Sport drafted a vision for trails province-wide which 

states that the province should explore the development 

of ña world class system of trails that captures the 

uniqueness and beauty of Ontarioôs vast open spaces 

and natural and built cultural/heritage resources...ò 

· Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care ð strives to 

enable Ontarians to lead healthy, active lives and make 

the province a healthy, prosperous place to live, work, 

play, learn and visit. Part of the ministryôs mission is to 

champion health promotion in Ontario and make Ontario 

a leader in health promotion within Canada and 

internationally. The Ministry has developed the Healthy 

Communities Fund (HCF) Program provides non-capital 

funding to organizations for the delivery of integrated 

health promotion initiatives across Ontario.  

· Health Promotion Division of the Ministry of Health 

and Long-Term Care ï serves as one of the lead 

Ministries for trail development in Ontario. A number of 

years ago, the former Ministry of Health Promotion 

drafted a vision for trails province-wide which states that 

the province should explore the development of ña world 

class system of trails that captures the uniqueness and 

beauty of Ontarioôs vast open spaces and natural and 

built cultural/heritage resources...ò 

· Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport ð supports 

three important sectors of Ontarioôs economy to directly 

promote economic growth and job creation and enhance 

the quality of life for Ontarians. These include the tourism 

sector, the cultural sector, and the sport and recreation 

Sector. The Recreation and Community Programs 

Division promotes participation in sport and recreation 

activities across the province including the use of Ontario 

trails.  

One of the divisionôs main initiatives includes the Trails 

Open Ontario program which celebrates Ontarioôs trail 

systems by providing an opportunity for the public to 

experience trails through organized free local events.    

· Ministry of Transportation of Ontario (MTO) ï recently 

completed a survey of road users which suggested that 

about 1.2 million adults in Ontario ride a bicycle daily 

during spring, summer and fall and 2.8 million ride at 

least once a week. However, there are many 

communities in Ontario where few people cycle. In 2012, 

the MTO completed the Cycling Data Inventory Study 

that inventoried regional cycling routes and major 

regional trails across the province. Then in 2013, the 

MTO released #CycleON: Ontarioôs Cycling Strategy. 

#CycleON ñlooks ahead 20 years and asks what needs to 

be done to help more people and communities in Ontario 

reap the benefits of cycling.ò One of the main goals of 

#CycleON is the development of an integrated, province-

wide network of cycling routes. In addition, in 2013 MTO 

along with 13 municipalities and regions and the Ontario 

Traffic Council (OTC) completed the final draft of Ontario 

Traffic Manual (OTM) Book 18: Cycling Facilities.  

 

 
 

 

Trail Signage at Chesney Wilderness Area ð 

Source: MMM Group 
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COUNTY     BE 

 

ñThe policies of this plan provide opportunities for the use 
of transportation modes other than the private automobile, 
including cycling and pedestrian facilities and public 
transit.ò (Oxford County Official Plan, 2005, Section 2.1.6) 

Applicable Polices and Plans: 

· Healthy Communities Oxford Community Picture Report, 

2011 

· County of Oxford Transportation Master Plan, 2009 & 

Section 5 Cycling Policies 

· Oxford County Trails Guide, 2008 

· Oxford County Economic Strategy, 2006 

· Oxford Natural Heritage Study, 2006 

· Commercial Policy Review 

· Draft Urban Design Strategy 

· Economic Base Analysis & Rural Development Strategy 

for Oxford County, 2006 

· Oxford County Official Plan, 2005 

Supportive Organizations: 

· Oxford County Trails Council - The Trails Council is a 

community-based, non-profit organization working for the 

development, coordination, linking, preservation and use 

of trails in Oxford County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL MUNICIPAL   BE 

The County is made up of eight municipalities with different 

and unique characteristics. They include: 

· Township of Blandford-Blenheim 

· Township of East Zorra-Travistock 

· Township of Zorra 

· Town of Ingersoll 

· City of Woodstock 

· Township of South-West Oxford 

· Town of Tillsonburg 

· Township of Norwich 

The majority of the County is rural in nature with villages, 

hamlets and settlement areas dispersed within its boundaries. 

There are also three major urban areas ï City of Woodstock, 

Town of Ingersoll and Town of Tillsonburg which contain the 

majority of the local employment and community destinations. 

Though the municipalities can be very different in their land-

use structures they have all, in some way, demonstrated their 

commitment to active transportation and recreation.  

Ultimately, the Countyôs upper and lower tier municipalities 

are guided by the Countyôs Official Plan (OP) including 

general policy chapters (e.g. natural heritage) and chapters 

which pertain to the rural (6) and urban (7-9) areas. There are 

also a number of municipalities which have developed trail or 

active transportation specific policies (e.g. Trails/ Recreation 

and Cycling Master Plans for the City of Woodstock and 

Towns of Tillsonburg and Ingersoll) and plans or incorporated 

trail or active transportation related policies into other planning 

documents e.g. accessibility plans, development charges, 

transportation initiatives, secondary plans, design guidelines 

etc. By establishing the policy support for the development of 

trails and trail related infrastructure at all levels, the County is 

well positioned to continue support of more active forms of 

transportation and recreation.  
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1.1.2 A HISTORY OF TRAILS IN OXFORD 

COUNTY 

Until now, much of the trail design, development and 

maintenance has been initiated and completed by the Oxford 

County Trails Council, local municipalities and local 

conservation authorities.  

The Trails Council was formed in 2008 and is a membership-

based interest group made up of County staff, municipal and 

conservation authority representatives and local residents.  

Though a substantial amount of work has been done by the 

Trails Council, there was growing demand for a County-wide 

strategy for trail development and design. In order to move 

forward with the development of a trails network strategy for 

the County, a full understanding of the existing trail routes and 

facilities is needed.   

Key Consideration(s): 

The trails found within Oxford County are owned, operated 

and maintained by a number of different groups / 

organizations. The County is currently not responsible for 

the design, development and maintenance of any trails 

found within its boundaries. The majority of the trails are 

maintained by representatives from the Oxford County Trails 

Council, local Conservation Authorities, or local 

municipalities. 

 

Table 1.1 is a summary of the major existing trails found 

within the County. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1.1 ï Summary of Existing Trails within Oxford County 

Avon Trail 

Description: The Avon Trail is 19km long and runs between 

Perth-Oxford Road and Road 96. It begins where the 

Thames Valley Trail finishes in St. Maryôs and ends in the 

village of Conestogo where it meets the Grand River Trail.  

Users: walkers, cyclists, snowshoers and cross-country 

skiers. 

 
Source: www.oxfordcounty.ca 

Chesney Wilderness Area 

Description: The trail is located north of Oxford Road 29 

west of Oxford Road 22. It is less than 2 km and is a loop 

which runs through wetlands, meadows and mature 

hardwood bush.  

Users: Walkers and cross-country skiers. 

 
Source: MMM Group Limited 
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Embro Pond Conservation Trail 

Description: The trail is 2.4km and is made up of a series of 

loops. It is well-maintained and is primarily constructed of 

packed earth or wood chips. The trail is considered family 

friendly with a low difficulty level.  

Users: Walkers and cross-country skiers.  

 
Source: MMM Group Limited 

Hickson Trail 

Description: The trail was once a piece of a rail line running 

from Stratford to Port Dover. The Ministry of Natural 

Resources purchased the corridor of which 5.5km is now the 

Hickson Trail. The trail spans from Pittock Park Road north 

to Braemar Side Road.  

Users: Walkers, bird watchers and cyclists.  

 
Source: MMM Group Limited 

 

 

 

 

Husky Trail ð Pittock Conservation Area 

Description: The trail is approximately 5 km long and is 

found on the north side of Pittock Lake in Pittock 

Conservation Area. The trail runs through a pine plantation 

near the CPR railway tracks south of Oxford Road 17 

between 14th Line and 15th Line.  

Users: Walkers and cyclists. 

 
Source: http://www.ontariotrails.on.ca/trails-a-z/husky-trail 

John Lawson Park and Trail 

Description: The trail is 2.75km long and is made up of 

several loops along the Thames River. The park is 

naturalized, which provides trail users with the opportunity to 

bird watch and see a variety of vegetation.  

Users: Walkers, cyclists, snowshoers and cross-country 

skiers. 

 
Source: http://chasemarch.com 
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Lawson Tract 

Description: The tract is just over 2 km and runs through 

mostly wooded areas. Hikers are able to bird watch and see 

a variety of vegetation. 

Users: Walkers, snowshoers and cross-country skiers. 

 
http://www.woodstocksentinelreview.com 

Millennium Trail System ð Rotary Lion & Youth 
Start 

Description: The system is made up of over 10km of trails 

developed and maintained by the City of Woodstock, 

Woodstock Rotary Club, Woodstock Lions Club and Youth 

Start. The trail is found within mixed hardwood and softwood 

forests, marshland and some retired agricultural areas. The 

system is currently not fully linked.  

Users: Walkers, cyclists, snowshoers, cross-country skiers 

and mountain bikers. 

 
Source: http://chasemarch.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Oxford Thames River Trail - Beachville 

Description: 2 km of the Oxford Thames River Trail were 

developed and opened for public use in 2011 with the goal 

of developing a trail system linking Woodstock to Ingersoll 

and beyond. The link is currently found between two active 

railway lines on preserved natural lands.  

Users: Hiking, cross-country skiing, and bird watching. 

 
http://oxfordthamestrails.50webs.com/open/grandopen.htm 

Roth Park Trail (Woodstock)  

Description: The trail is located on the south side of Pittock 

Lake and is approximately 6.75 km long. The main trail is 

hard packed earth and granular surfaced (generally 2 to 3 m 

wide) with a paved section from Roth Park to Lansdowne 

(approximately 2.5 m wide). Side trails link back to the main 

trail at Lansdowne Ave. Trail users can access the system 

by following the trail under the railway bridge and Highway 

#59 to Tecumseh Street.  

Users: Walkers, cyclists, snowshoers and cross-country 

skiers. 

 
http://www.informationoxford.ca 
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The Pines ð Woodstock Cycling Club 

Description: The trail is approximately 23 km long and is 

primarily maintained for off-road cyclists with a variety of skill 

levels. The property is owned by the Upper Thames River 

Conservation Authority and leased by the Woodstock 

Cycling Club (W.C.C.) who construct and maintain the trails.  

Users: Cyclists ï primarily mountain bikers. 

 
Source: www.woodstockcyclingclub.ca  

Thomas Ingersoll Scenic Trail 

Description: The trail extends 2.5 km from the Cheese 

Museum on Plan Line to the Gazebo in downtown Ingersoll.  

Users: Walkers, cyclists, snowshoers and cross-country 

skiers. 

 
Source: http://chasemarch.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tillsonburg Conservation Area (Camden Park) 

Description: The park contains a 1 km trail loop which 

highlights the natural features of the conservation area.  

Users: Walkers, cyclists, snowshoers and cross-country 

skiers. 

 
Source: MMM Group Limited 

Tillsonburg Trans Canada Trail McLaughlin Way 
Trail 

Description: The Tillsonburg portion of the Trans Canada 

Trail is 10.5 km long and runs from the north end of 

Tillsonburg to the Trans Canada Trail into the municipality of 

Bayham. McLaughlin Way, a 0.5 kilometre branch connects 

Hawkins Bridge at Lake Lisgar and Lisgar Avenue.  

Users: Walkers, cyclists, snowshoers and cross-country 

skiers. 

 
Source: MMM Group Limited 
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Trans Canada Trail Borden Crescent Trail and 
Carroll Trail 

Description: The 1 km Borden Crescent Trail and the 5 km 

Carroll Trail loop are both are part of the Trans Canada Trail 

linkage. Trail users have the opportunity to see fish, birds, 

otters, deer and smaller wildlife as well as some significant 

Carolinian trees. 

Users: Walkers, cyclists and snowshoers. 

 
Source: MMM Group Limited 

Trans Canada Trail Kinsmen-Participark and 
Veteransõ Memorial Walkway 

Description: The Kinsmen Participark portion of the Trans 

Canada Trail is a 1.2 km linear limestone trail that extends 

along Stony Creek. The Veteransô Memorial Walkway is a 

1.5 km paved trail with lights. The trail intersects Participark 

over the Kinsmen Bridge to Bridge Street and is a well-used 

access for downtown services.  

Users: Walkers, cyclists, snowshoers and cross-country 

skiers.   

 
Source: MMM Group Limited 

Trillium Woods Trail 

Description: The trail is a wide, well maintained 1 km single 

loop that runs through a mature maple sugar bush west of 

Trillium Line.  

Users: Walkers and cross-country skiers. 

 
Source: www.oxfordcounty.ca  

Vansittart Woods Trail 

Description: The trail is constructed of hard packed earth 

and loops through hardwood and pine forests. It is found 

within an outdoor education centre for the students of the 

Thames Valley District School Board.  Permits for trail use 

are required.  

Users: Walkers, snowshoers and cross-country skiers. 
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Additional information can be found on the County and Trails 

Council webpages. These webpages are currently considered 

the primary ñhubò for all trail related information and 

resources:   

http://www.oxfordcounty.ca/ThingstoDo/Trailsparks/OxfordCo

untyTrails.aspx  

http://www.oxfordcountytrailscouncil.ca/ 

For information related to the Trans Canada Trail system the 

following link can be used:  

http://tctrail.ca/ 

Though noteworthy work has been completed, there is still 

great potential for future trail development within the County. 

By establishing a network of proposed off-road connections 

and desire lines linked by on-road cycling and walking 

facilities (e.g. paved shoulders or signed routes) and setting 

out strategic next steps and tools to facilitate future 

implementation, the County and its partners now have the 

opportunity to move forward with the coordination of a long-

range and flexible County-wide trails network linking urban 

and rural communities.  

The master plan is intended to be used as a blueprint for 

future development and to allow those responsible for the 

design, development and implementation of trails to use 

a consistent guideline / resource to enhanced trail 

infrastructure, bridge existing gaps in the system, 

improve overall route connectivity, mitigate barriers and 

facilitate further route continuity while highlighting and 

preserving areas of natural and cultural significance. 

 

 

1.2 HOW WAS THE MASTER PLAN 
DEVELOPED? 

The Oxford County Trails Master Plan was initiated in July 

2013 and was developed using a three phased approach 

illustrated in Figure 1.1.  

Key Consideration(s): 

A key element of the development of the master plan was 

public and stakeholder consultation. Over the course of the 

study a number of engagement and consultation initiatives 

were undertaken including an online questionnaire, social 

media postings / blasts, meetings with the study steering 

committee and public open houses. The information 

gathered informed the development of master plan findings 

and is generally consistent with the consultation 

requirements as set out in the Municipal Class 

Environmental Assessment (EA) process. Details regarding 

the consultation initiatives undertaken over the course of the 

study can be found in Appendix B.  

 

 

 

 

Wildwood Conservation Area Entrance ð 

Source: MMM Group Scenic Rural Road ð Source: MMM Group 

http://www.oxfordcounty.ca/ThingstoDo/Trailsparks/OxfordCountyTrails.aspx
http://www.oxfordcounty.ca/ThingstoDo/Trailsparks/OxfordCountyTrails.aspx
http://www.oxfordcountytrailscouncil.ca/
http://tctrail.ca/
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Phase 1: Understanding the Resources 

· Prepared consultation strategy and materials 

· Reviewed background information & mapped existing 

conditions 

· Developed study vision, objectives & route selection 

criteria 

· Identified successful implementation strategies 

· Identified network opportunities and barriers and 

prepared draft candidate route network 

Phase 2: Developing the Plan 

· Completed field investigation and confirmed draft 

candidate route network 

· Developed, submitted and refined the recommended 

draft trails network 

· Hosted the Public Information Centre 

· Prepared the network implementation and funding 

strategy  

Phase 3: Finalizing the Plan 

· Prepared draft report  

· Summarized input and incorporated it into the Master 

Plan 

· Submitted Final Trails Master Plan 

· Prepared for presented findings to Oxford County Council 

The focus of the master plan was the development of a 

County-wide trails network made up of off-road connections 

linked by on-road routes. The network development approach 

paralleled the study process and involved nine steps. For a 

full description of the network development approach and 

findings please refer to Section 3.1 Figure 3.1. 

Project Initiation 

July 2013 

Phase 1: Understanding the Resources 

July 2013 - August 2013 

Public Awareness Campaign 

Initiated July 2013 

Phase 2: Developing the Plan 

August 2013 - November 2013  

Phase 3: Finalizing the Plan 

November 2013 - March 2014 

Public Information Centre: 

November 28, 2013 & December 4, 2013 

Presentation to Council 

March 2014 

Project Completion 

April 2014 

Figure 1.1 - Oxford County Trails Master Plan Development 
Process 
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1.3 LEARNING FROM OXFORD 
COUNTY CITIZENS AND 
STAKEHOLDERS 

Developing a trails network that is tailored to Oxford County 

residents and visitors required input from those who will be 

using the network. Consultation activities undertaken as part 

of the study process focused on engaging with and gathering 

input from local stakeholders and interest groups currently 

involved in trail development, design and implementation, 

those who could be involved in the planôs coordination and 

implementation in the future and potential trail users.  

The initiatives identified were based on the following 

principles:  

· Generating interest over the course of the study process; 

· Building momentum for the implementation of the 

proposed trail network; 

· Achieving community involvement from the public 

including people of all ages and abilities; 

· Increasing awareness of the benefits of implementing 

trail infrastructure and programs; 

· Providing input on realistic trail opportunities and 

mitigation measures for trail barriers; and  

· Enhancing overall route continuity and connectivity to key 

destinations and attractions. 

Consultation and engagement alternatives were summarized 

and presented in a formal Consultation / Engagement 

Strategy. This strategy was reviewed and confirmed by 

County staff and the project steering committee and was used 

over the course of the study to guide / track consultation 

initiatives. By providing a range of consultation and 

engagement choices, members of the public are more likely to 

select a consultation venue / method that best suits their 

needs.  

Project Initiation (July 2013) 

· Prepared Notice of Study Commencement 

· Prepared for and Held Steering Committee Meetings #1 

and #2 

· Developed Public Awareness Campaign 

· Initiated Online Questionnaire 

· Promoted Study on County and Municipal websites 

· Developed and Distributed Study Promotional Business 

Card 

Phase 1 (July 2013 / August 2013) 

· Continued to Promote Study Online 

· Promoted Online Questionnaire 

· Distributed Mobile Display Boards 

Phase 2 (August 2013 ï December 2013) 

· Continued to Promote Study Online 

· Promoted and Held Public Information Centre at two 

locations 

Phase 3 (January 2014) 

· Continued to Promote Study Online 

Project Completion (March / April 2014) 

· Presented to Council 

· Issued Notice of Study Completion 

The input gathered indicated significant support for the 

development flexible County-wide Trails System. However, 

some responses also indicated the need for change to 

address some of the County-wide and local challenges. All 

input received was documented and carefully considered 

when developing the master plan.  

For a more detailed description of the consultation activities 

as well as the input which was received please refer to 

Appendix B. 
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1.4 SETTING A DIRECTION 

The development of a master plan is typically based on three 

key components the study objectives - which set out a 

strategic direction when developing the master plan, a long-

range vision for trails and a set of goals which are intended to 

support the vision and guide the implementation and 

coordination of the master plan. Each of these components is 

described in the following sections.  

1.4.1 STUDY OBJECTIVES 

At the outset of the study, the County and steering committee 

established a set of study objectives. The objectives were 

based on the needs of those who will be responsible for 

coordinating the planôs implementation and were used by the 

study team to guide the development of the master plan. They 

included:  

· Document and map existing trails, unique features, 

opportunities and barriers throughout the County, related 

to trail development; 

· Review local policies and plans influencing trail 

development; 

· Consult with the public, local stakeholders, interest 

groups and public agencies; 

· Recommend a County-wide trails network including on 

and off-road routes; 

· Review successful implementation and funding models;  

· Develop an implementation strategy; and 

· Identify potential branding, promotion, marketing and 

partnership strategies to support the network. 

 

 

 

1.4.2 MASTER PLAN VISION & GOALS 

A master plan vision and supportive goals are intended to 

form the blueprint for the future trail network. They are 

intended to illustrate long-term objectives with clear actions on 

how to achieve them. The long-term vision for trails in Oxford 

County is:  

ñOxford County understands the quality of life and 

tourism benefits associated with trail development, and 

supports connecting key community destinations found 

in the Countyôs rural areas and urban centres through a 

continuous and connected system of off-road trails and 

on-road cycling linkages.ò 

This vision is supported by six (6) goals: 

· Build upon the work that has previously been completed 

by the Oxford County Trails Council, local municipalities, 

Conservation Authorities and other trail related interest 

groups and stakeholders; 

· Improve connectivity between population centres; 

· Improve and provide on and off-road connections 

between existing trail systems; 

· Accommodate a range of on and off-road trail users (i.e. 

pedestrians, hikers, cyclists, etc.) of all ages and abilities; 

· Identify roles and responsibilities for trail design, 

implementation and maintenance; and 

· Identify funding and partnership opportunities to facilitate 

the implementation and operations of the trails network. 
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Snowshoeing Cross-Country Skiing 

Equestrian ATVs 

Snowmobiles 

1.5 TRAILS MASTER PLAN 
ASSUMPTIONS 

Trail development and design is not a ñone-size-fits-allò 

approach. A network should be developed which is made up 

of a range of trail types based on the experience that is 

desired while ensuring connectivity and continuity where 

possible between the routes. When developing the master 

plan, some assumptions were made regarding trail users, trip 

types, accessibility, connectivity and personal security and 

safety. A summary of these assumptions is presented below. 

For more information on the assumptions and other design 

considerations please refer to Appendix C ð Trails 

Designersõ Toolbox.  

1.5.1 TRAIL USERS 

Trail users vary in age, level of physical ability and type of 

activity they are engaging in. They have their own sense of 

what the trail experience should be, which typically depends 

on the use they are interested in or what user group they 

consider themselves to be a part of. For the purposes of the 

Oxford County Trails Master Plan, the focus was on non-

motorized, self-propelled uses with a focus on pedestrians 

and cyclists.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the primary user groups, there are other groups 

such as cross county skiers, snowshoers and equestrians that 

are expected to be seasonal users of the system. In select 

locations along the proposed trail network these users have 

also been considered.  

 

 

 

 

Pedestrians 

�x Walkers 

�x Hikers 

�x Joggers / 

Runners 

Cyclists 

�x Recreational 

�x Utilitarian 

�x Sport: 

Mountain 

Biking 


